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near Moscow) and later named Rostov-on-Don in order to
distinguish it from the older town. In 1779 Armenians were
permitted to settle near Rostov-on-Don, and founded Nakhi-
chevan, which eventually'merged with its neighbour into a
single city.
Batum, the best port on the eastern Black Sea coast, lies
at the southern end of the fertile Kholkiz region, in a country-
side where the palms and luxuriant vegetation are reminiscent
of Florida.
Before the unification of Georgia as a kingdom this region
was the scene of many historic battles. The Romans warred
with the Persians here, and during the Byzantine period a
fort was built not far from Batum. The great Georgian queen,
Tamara, built a fort in the twelfth century, while in 1564,
when Turkish power held sway, a citadel was built near the .
town.
During the Russo-Turkish War (1877-78), when the
Russians came to Batum, it was a village of some 3000 in-
habitants, surrounded by marshes and forests. During the
next eighty years, partly owing to the fact that Batum Bay
was one of the best harbours on the Black Sea, the village
grew into a town and became a great Russian port through
which trade passed between Europe, Persia, Transcaucasia,
and Central Asia. In 1883 a railway was constructed, con-
necting Batum with the main line from Tbilisi to the rest of
Russia. In 1886 the first oil-transporting ships appeared in
the harbour, and its future commercial prosperity was assured.
To-day Batum is an exceedingly pleasant city. There is
practically no winter, while south-west winds bring relief
from the heat of summer. It is a city where dust and fogs
are unknown,. where the atmosphere is so transparent that
the majestic peaks of the Caucasus are often clearly visible.
The marshes around the city have been drained and the town
has been almost entirely rebuilt within the last twenty years.
The open squares, white stone houses with large windows,
balconies, vines clinging to the walls, and gardens and trees
surrounding them, give the town the appearance of a health
resort.